General ESSA Feedback Talking Points for TDOE
Question 4: 
What other system quality measure might you include in the district accountability framework?
An essential quality measure for Tennessee school districts is the inclusion of an effective school library program in every school with district leadership to support them.  (174)
Question 5: 
What measures of school quality or student success should be included in the school accountability framework?
A quality school has a strong school library program.  An effective school library program has a certified school librarian at the helm, provides personalized learning environments, and offers equitable access to resources to ensure a well-rounded education for every student. (276)
Question 8:
How should the state’s accountability and education systems, particularly at the school level, factor in English language proficiency?  For example, what should be the entry and exit criteria for English learners, supports that should be offered for English learners, and reporting requirements?
School librarians are leaders in instructing all students, teachers, and parents in a range of literacies, including information, digital, print, visual, and textual literacies. Using both traditional and blended learning tools, school librarians excel in connecting English language learners with literature, communication tools and community resources. School librarians provide enriching and motivating experiences with books, print and digital materials. (459)
Question 9:
How can Tennessee best support a well-rounded education within the requirements of the law? For example, how should Tennessee’s accountability and education systems take into account providing a healthy and safe school environment or integration of technology?
Effective school library programs are a vital part of a well-rounded education. School librarians increase access to personalized, rigorous learning experiences supported by technology, allowing equitable resources for all students. Digital literacy skills are essential for success as students move into the workforce that requires effective use of technology, and so strong libraries are of tremendous value, not only for students, but also for business and the community. (475)
Question 10: 
How should our state encourage equitable access to highly effective teachers for all students?
Effective school librarians act as the “nerve center” for vital professional learning communities in their schools.  They collaborate on high-quality instruction with teachers from all curricular areas, resulting in job-embedded professional development that impacts every student.  Certified librarians bridge digital and socioeconomic divides by partnering to increase teacher capacity for equitable, personalized learning environments including a wide variety of technology, resources, and media. (499)
Question 11:
Which, if any, innovative ESSA programs should Tennessee consider? (e.g. the innovative assessment pilot, student-based budgeting, teacher and school leader preparation academies, or others)
Literacy Education for All - Results for the Nation (LEARN) and Innovative Approaches to Literacy are two grant programs funded through ESSA that target one of Tennessee’s identified priorities: Early Foundations & Literacy. School librarians are uniquely suited to lead the effort in applying for competitive grants because of their expertise and access to strong professional learning networks. (396)
Question 13: 
Do you have any additional input for Tennessee’s ESSA plan?
· School librarians and access to effective school library programs impact student achievement, digital literacy skills, and school climate/culture.
· School librarians are teachers, specialized instructional support staff, trained to teach library skills early and develop lifelong library users and supporters.
· Other ideas you may choose to discuss for question 13:
School libraries and school librarians provide/serve as…

· Motivational reading experiences
· Curator of educational resources
· Intersection of formal and informal learning
· Positioned to instruct every student in both traditional and blended learning
· Provides access to resource 24/7 in the library, in the classroom, and at home
· Library is a safe learning environment and places of opportunity
· Support inquiry based learning
